Subscription Information: The Journal of Coastal Research is a bimonthly publication. Calendar-year (2015) print and online subscription prices for the JCR are: $115.00 for US CERF members / $125.00 for International CERF members ($95.00 for online only), and $519.00 for US institutions / $541.00 for International institutions ($437.00 for online only). Additional surface charges may apply to subscribers located outside of the USA. For additional membership and subscription forms and information, please go to www.CERF-JCR.org. To obtain a membership or subscription form by mail, please send request to Journal of Coastal Research, P.O. Box 7065, Lawrence, KS 66044. Back Issues and Special Issues of the JCR, when available, can be directly purchased at www.CERF-JCR.org. Cocohatchee River Estuary, Collier County, Florida, U.S.A. The Cocohatchee River estuary is a tidal-dominated, brackish conduit that provides access out to the Gulf of Mexico through Wiggins Pass. Eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica) are among the many estuarine species that utilize this subtropical ecosystem as a settling habitat. Shown just below the water's surface at low tide, these sporadic oyster reefs located throughout the estuary allow for a highlyefficient filtering of the brackish water. Through this specialized filtration, the improved water quality then benefits keystone vegetative species, such as manatee grass (Syringodium filiforme), shoal grass (Halodule wrightii), and turtle grass (Thallasia testudinum). Additionally, the oyster reefs provide refuge for commercially-important species, including the blue crab (Callinectes sapidus), red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus), and the stone crab (Menippe mercenaria), as well as, provide a source of food for the American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliates), which is currently listed as threatened.
The banks of the estuary are flanked by dense forests of red mangrove trees (Rhizophora mangle). Red mangroves are distinguished by the visible network of aerial prop roots extending from the trunk and lower branches to the submerged soil below. The prop roots are important adaptations to living in anaerobic hydric soils and provide a mechanism for gas exchange. Within the soils, microroots stabilize fine silts and coarser sands, which help maintain water clarity and quality. The leaves are shiny, deep green on the surface, with a paler underside. Like other types of mangroves, R. mangle can live in brackish water by exuding excess salt in 'sacrificial leaves' that are constantly shed. Cocohatchee is the Seminole Native American term meaning brown water, the color created by the endless dropping of tannin-rich leaves from the red mangroves lining the banks. 
CERF Society Information
The Coastal Education and Research Foundation [CERF] is a nonprofit society dedicated to the advancement of the coastal sciences. The Foundation is devoted to the multi-disciplinary study of the complex problems of the coastal zone. The purpose of CERF is to help translate and interpret coastal issues for the public and to assist professional research and public information programs. The Foundation specifically supports and encourages field and laboratory studies on a local, national, and internation al basis. Through the medium of scientific publications, televi sion, and radio CERF brings accurate information to the public and coastal specialists on all aspects of coastal issues in an effort to maintain or improve the quality of shoreline resources.
Because CERF is concerned with broad environmental issues, our efforts concentrate on significant problems such as mainte nance of good quality (potable) water with adequate supply, and hazards associated with potential beach erosion, flooding, and susceptibility of developed shorelines to storm surge and wave attack. By focusing attention on these potential man-made and natural hazards, it is hoped that our research efforts will help others improve the quality of life in diverse coastal areas. CERF thus aims to stimulate awareness of coastal (marine and fresh water shorelines) land and water problems; initiate and foster research and innovation to promote long-term coastal productiv ity; establish an educational forum for the debate of contentious coastal issues; and develop new principles and approaches for enlightened coastal management, and encourage their adoption and use. Charlie has interests and expertise in the general areas of surficial geology, coastal and marine geomorphology (including coastal classification), coastal/marine biophysical environments, exploration geochemistry, soils and weathering (regolith geology), coastal zone management and engineering applications or impacts on natural systems (including erosion control and shore protection), coastal hydrology including submarine freshwater and mineralized seeps, subaerial and marine structural geology, natural hazard mitigation in coastal zones, marine environments and coastal wetland protection and restoration, and remote sensing (e.g., land cover classification in coastal wetlands, advection-diffusion turbidity plumes in coastal waters, delineation of bottom types and sand resources), effluent disposal and pollution of wetlands and estuaries, water resources mapping and conservation, time series studies of wetland hydroperiod and soil moisture.
Official Meeting of CERF International Coastal Symposium (ICS)
The International Coastal Symposium (ICS) was originally set up by Per Bruun (deceased) and Charlie Finkl as the official meeting of the Coastal Education & Research Foundation (CERF), with one of the first meetings being held in Hilton Head, South Carolina, in 1993. After the repeated success of these meetings, CERF moved the ICS to the international scene holding these conferences in conjunction with local sponsors in Australia, Brazil, Iceland, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Poland, and Portugal. The ICS brings together delegates from all over the world to collaborate and discuss the most current coastal research studies and projects. During the ICS 2014, which was held in Durban, South Africa, a grand celebration took place to mark the 30th Anniversary of CERF and the JCR. Our next ICS meeting is scheduled for March of 2016 in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. For more information, please visit www.cerf-jcr.org.
